Heart of Texas Rats

Austin, TX    
Rat Health Exam

· Learn to LOOK at your rats.  

· Notice the color of their ears, toes and lips.  (If they ever look blue or ashen, it could mean a serious illness.)  

· Hold each rat up to your ear and listen to him breathe.  Notice what it sounds like.  Do this often.  You will soon learn what 'normal' sounds like and will recognize 'abnormal' quickly. 

· Feel your rat all over; massage them.  Notice what they feel like, where their bones and joints are.  Not only will they LOVE the massage, it will help you bond with them.  And you will feel any tumors or lumps before they get too big.  

· Look at their teeth and notice the color.  Rat's teeth are usually yellow or orange.  White teeth usually mean not enough oxygen is getting through and can be a symptom of a serious illness.  Notice the length of the teeth, top and bottom.  If you know how long they should be, you won't have to wonder "are they too long?" as the rat gets older.  

· Ruffle the rat's fur and notice the skin underneath and on the tail.  Remember what 'healthy' skin is like so you will see 'unhealthy' as soon as possible.  Mites show up as tiny brown spots on the skin.  Fleas and lice can be easily seen, nits are small white lumps on the hair shafts. 

· Look at the bottom of your rat's feet.  A red spot is probably the beginning of Bumblefoot, which is much easier to treat in its early stages.

Weekly Check List:

· Ears

· Eyes

· Mouth and Teeth

· Breath Sounds

· Color of ears, feet and tail

· Feet      

· Skin

· For Lumps
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