Heart of Texas Rats 
Austin, Tx

Adoption Contract

Heart of Texas Rats is a small hobby breeder of high quality pet rats. We reserve the right to refuse adoption to any buyer for any reason. A paper version of this contract will be given to the buyer at the time of the sale. 
1. If you already own rats you must quarantine the new rats for at least 3 weeks before introducing them. They must be in a separate air space. This is to protect your rats and the new rats that you have adopted.
2. Buyer must know enough about rats to be able to provide a healthy environment for the rats and be able to provide proper care for them. Proper care includes providing them with … 
· the appropriate sized cage 
· sleeping quarters (igloo, hammocks or other nest) 
· wheel for exercising 
· clean water bottle and food dish as well as nutritious food.  
3. You must house the rat in a rat appropriate cage.  Rabbit or ferret cages have too large wire spacing and your young pet will escape from it. Fish tanks with screen tops and bird cages with solid bottoms (not wire) can be used as temporary rat homes, however, the larger the cage the better. 

4. You agree to keep the cage very clean at all times. Weekly cage cleaning is to be done with soap and water and rinsed well. Water bottles, feed bowls, hammocks, and toys should be cleaned weekly also. Pet rat’s respiratory systems can be fragile and any build up ammonia from waste can cause permanent, life threatening damage to their lungs. If you can smell it, then the odor is 100 times stronger to their sensitive noses. Once a month, the cage and accessories will need to be disinfected with a wash of 1 part bleach to 20 parts water. Rinse everything very well before returning rats to their home.

5. You also agree never to use pine or cedar shavings, as the toxins in these woods will cause respiratory complications in rats. We advise using Yesterdays News or aspen shavings (sani-chips) or a dust free wood pellet (not pine or cedar) or shredded soy ink paper. Take care that the bedding is dust-free.
6. Before you bought your rat it was accustomed to eating a variety of fruits and vegetables in addition to a nutritionally balanced lab block, we feed Harlan Teklad. This diet must be continued to provide them with the nutrients they need to be healthy. Please see the attached food lists for appropriate food choices
7. You must agree to provide your rats with a PERMANENT home which can be 3-4 yrs. You agree to NEVER release it into the wild (set it free)! These are hand reared domesticated rats and will not survive in the wild, their immune systems are not accustomed to the "outside germs" and they do not know of predators. If, for any reason, you can no longer keep the rat you MUST return it to Heart of Texas Rats. There is no exception to this!

8. By signing this contract you agree not to give this rat away or sell it or relinquish it to anyone without the written approval of Heart of Texas Rats. You can request a new contract to give the rat to an approved friend (approved by Heart of Texas Rats). There are no exceptions to these rules! This rat and its lines (descendants) may be under contract with a previous breeder and Heart of Texas Rats, breaking this contract could result in legal action. This rat must stay under ownership of the buyer (signer of this contract) or it must be returned to Heart of Texas Rats.

9. You will not use this animal or its offspring as "food" for any other creature, we do NOT sell feeders! These rats are the result of years of precise and meticulous breeding to bring out the very best the species has to offer pet owners. 
10. As buyer, you are required to remain in contact with Heart of Texas Rats for the life of this rat. This is done so we can stay aware of and monitor the animal’s health and temperament as it ages. We take the responsibility of rearing these rats very seriously and intend to remain a part of their entire lives.

11. As buyer and responsible party of this animal, you are required to obtain a rat knowledgeable vet and provide the vet’s name, address and telephone number to Heart of Texas Rats. Heart of Texas Rats retains the right to contact this vet to discuss the care and/or health of this rat. 

12. Heart of Texas Rats offers a 7 day health guarantee on the rats adopted from us. This animal is guaranteed to be physically sound at the time of sale and is guaranteed for 7 days from this date _________________________ which is the date of sale.

· If illness does develop within the 7 day guarantee the buyer agrees to contact us at sonja@heartoftexasrats.com within 24 hours and provide documentation from a certified vet stating the nature of the illness.

· The buyer then has the choice to return the sick rat and receive either 100% of the purchase price refunded or a new rat of the same value when available.

· If sickness develops after the 7 day guarantee there is no liability for Heart of Texas Rats in any way including vet fees, however we will still take the animal back if it’s unwanted. 

· Heart of Texas Rats reserves the right to void this contract and the 7 day guarantee if the buyer does not comply with all agreed rules stated on this form. 
13. Heart of Texas Rats does not guarantee breed ability or show ability or pattern of any animals sold to buyer. Below is a section of this contract which either allows you to breed this animal(s) or not. “Accidental” breeding of this rat is not acceptable and could be cause for seizure of this rat and its offspring. Be a responsible pet owner and see to it that this does not happen.
14. Heart of Texas Rats retains breeding rights to any and all rats placed. This is to ensure that if in the unlikely event something were to happen to any of our keepers we will still be able to maintain or further improve the line through rats we have placed. 
I, as purchaser, have read and approved the above contract. I understand that there are no oral representations of guarantees not contained in this entire 3 page agreement between parties. All implied guarantees are hereby excluded.

Customer name please print:_______________________________________________________
Customer signature: ______________________________________________________________

Customer address: _______________________________________________________________

Customer phone: _____________________ Customer e-mail address: _____________________

Seller/Breeder Signature:___________________________________________________________

Breeders’ contract:

If you have purchased a breeders contract: the person signing the contract is the ONLY person allowed to breed this animal. Breeding may NOT be done with any other breeder or the help of any other breeder other than Heart of Texas Rats without written consent from Heart of Texas Rats. Please notify us of potential breeding plans for this rat, you must have written approval from Heart of Texas Rats of any perspective mate. To be considered for approval, buyer must provide a 3 generation pedigree for the prospective mates of this rat.

You (only you) may breed this rat: (my signature) ______________________________________

You (or any other person) may NOT breed this rat: (my signature) ________________________

Breeders contract fee where it applies: ______________________________________________ 

We realize this is a lot of restrictions on the breeding of this rat, but it is our responsibility to make sure that every rat that leaves Heart of Texas Rats is bred in a way that does not diminish the integrity of the lines. We can not allow Heart of Texas Rats to be bred irresponsibly. There is a certain amount of trust that goes with selling to breeders. By signing this contract you are agreeing to all parts of it.

(Note: By signing my contract you are accepting that if you cannot keep the rat you MUST return it to me. You cannot let it go to anyone else. Please respect the contract as you are legally bound by it.)
www.HeartOfTexasRats.com


